Measure 2 – Annex A

II. Measures

ASMA No.5: Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station

Appendix A:

Additional Guidelines for Non-Governmental Organizations at the South Pole

Guidelines for tourist activities have been established to improve coordination between the National Program(s) operating in the Area and non-governmental visitors to South Pole Station.  Each austral summer, the South Pole Station receives a number of visitors associated with private expeditions and other non-governmental Organizations (NGOs).  These visitors are most frequently associated with private companies that provide transportation, guides, and logistical support.  The purpose of this Appendix is to inform such visitors about on-site resources, expectations, and hazards.  In addition to these procedures, every person at the South Pole is expected to comply with the Antarctic Treaty and policies governing their respective National Program(s).  

· The U.S. Antarctic Program (USAP) operates Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station.  The USAP is not authorized to provide support for non-governmental activities except in an emergency situation.

· For approaches by land: once within 150 kilometers (km) of the geographic South Pole (GSP), surface travel  must be between longitude lines 110° east and 20° west so as to avoid entry into the Clean Air Sector;  when reaching 20 km from the GSP, approach must be between longitude lines 20° west and 100° west.  The trail for final approach to South Pole starts at a point approximately 4 km from the GSP at position 89° 57’ 26”S, 16° 00’ 00”W.  At this point the trail will be marked with bamboo canes and fabric flags and will lead passed the overflow campsite to the Primary NGO campsite located at latitude 89° 59’ 32”S on the Greenwich meridian (0° 0’ 0”).  Both campsites are shown on Map 4. This approach path is required to ensure there is no interference with station operations and to avoid hazards.
· Non-governmental expeditions that intend to fly aircraft into the Area or land on the ski-way must obtain prior approval to do so from the National Program(s) that maintain the ski-way and associated air traffic control equipment.  If prior approval is granted, non-governmental pilots should refer to and follow guidance in the Antarctic Flight Information Manual (AFIM) and information provided by the National Program(s) operating in the Area.  Non-governmental expeditions may not conduct a parachute operation from an aircraft and no pilot in command of an aircraft may allow a parachute operation to be conducted from that aircraft over or near the ski-way or other infrastructure in the Area.  

· No access to email, telephones, or radios will be provided except as authorized by the appropriate National Program.  

· Visitors shall coordinate with Station Communications (COMMS) to pre-arrange a time to visit the station.  At the pre-arranged time, visitors will arrive at the skiway-side entrance and wait for an escort.  Once inside the station, visitors will be required to remain with their official station escort.
· When non-governmental visitors are required to spend the night in the Area, they must use their own provisions for food and camping.  Non-governmental visitors are required to remove all of their waste when they leave.
· Except for emergency situations, unescorted guests are expected to stay within the designated camping area, the NGO parking area, or the area immediately surrounding the Pole markers.
· To avoid disruption of official USAP activities, all South Pole Station buildings and operation and science areas are off limits to non-governmental personnel except when guided by an individual designated by the USAP.
· In the event of an aircraft or medical emergency in the Area, non-governmental expeditions shall notify COMMS immediately by any means possible.  COMMS staff will notify the on-site National Science Foundation (NSF) Representative and other personnel as necessary.
· South Pole Communications personnel will record non-governmental arrivals and departures; this information may be made available to Antarctic Treaty Party members upon request.
