
 

2006 OAEA National Reunion Update 
eautiful summer weather has arrived in New England and we’re less than three months away from the much 
anticipated 3rd National OAEA Symposium and Reunion in Warwick, Rhode Island. The Reunion 
Committee has been working hard to make this Reunion a memorable one for all attendees and ask that those 

who have not yet mailed in that Pre-Registration form and payment do so right away so the Reunion Committee can 
compile final numbers to help accurately order banquet meals, Reunion Merchandise, tour buses, room blocks and 
so forth!  

 B
You have all received the Special 2006 Reunion Gazette edition which describes the 
Friday night Sunset Dinner/Dance Cruise on Narragansett Bay, the Newport Mansion 
tour, and tours of the museums at the former Davisville and Quonset Point Navy bases. 
Some additional attractions being arranged by the Reunion Committee were not fully 
explained:  

Guest Speakers: There will be one Antarctic research-related presentation on 
Friday afternoon, followed by a presentation by Bill Curtsinger, who has become well 
known for his nature photography and magazine assignments for the National 
Geographic Society. Bill will present slides of some of his work in the Antarctic and 
sign copies of his latest book, “Extreme Nature”, which he will also have available for 
purchase. 

 2006 Reunion collector items will include:  

• Free for each registered guest: Reunion logo Tote bags, T-Shirt, hat pins, and magnets; “cacheted 
envelopes” bearing the Reunion logo; penguin logo pens; OAEA decals. 

• Available for purchase: Reunion logo coffee cups and penguin pins; OAEA logo first-class postage stamps; 
OAEA logo ballcaps.  

USPS Reunion Station Pictorial Stamp Cancellation: 
The USPS will be present at designated times on Friday and 
Saturday to cancel the Reunion logo “cacheted envelopes” bearing 
first-class postage stamps (either the OAEA logo stamps or stamps 
sold by the USPS).  

Raffles and Door Prizes: There is an extensive list of items 
donated to the Reunion Committee specifically to raise funds for the 
OAEA, only some of which are listed here:   

• Door Prizes: Large molded Penguin; Stuffed toy ‘Deep Freeze Penguin’.  
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• General Raffle Items: Penguin figurines; wood and metal LC-130 models; limited-
edition print of the Revenue Cutter Bear; Antarctic-flown US flags and certificates in 
display cases. 

• OAEA Scholarship Fund Raffle items: hand-carved wooden penguins; framed, original 
Ray Hall cartoons; hand-made quilted penguin wall hangings; signed limited-edition 
copy of Noel Gillespie’s new book “Courage Sacrifice Devotion”. 

 Of note, the handmade penguins are being donated by Maine woodcarvers who volunteered their time and effort in 
support of the OAEA Scholarship fund. They will make a one-quarter scale Emperor penguin and at least one Adelie 
penguin. These competition-quality pieces involve over 200 man-hours each – and at the $25/hour rate many 
woodcarvers get for making art, these works of art will be worth thousands of dollars. Similarly, quilting clubs 
around New England are donating their time to make the wall hangings for the Scholarship fund. 

Display of Antarctic Clothing and Gear: Mannequins dressed in Extreme Cold Weather gear issued to 
Antarctic researchers and support personnel over various periods since 1955 will be on display. Also, a display of 
other Antarctic survival gear and equipment will be set up. At the Quonset Point Air Museum, their new Antarctic 
exhibit will open on the day of the tour to that facility and to the Seabee Museum.  

Memory Book: The Reunion Committee plans to have a photo album of the Reunion – its attendees and events – 
produced for a reasonable price. Orders will be accepted before, during, and for a short time after, the Reunion. 

Because the Reunion Committee needs to begin compiling the final numbers to finalize preparations for this major 
event, it is establishing Saturday, July 15, 2006 as the Registration deadline. By July 15, the Reunion Committee 
will have to submit Reunion merchandise orders and meet contractual requirements that set limits on event 
participation. So if you haven’t finalized your plans to attend the 2006 OAEA National Reunion, please begin to do 
so now and help us out by sending in your Pre-Registration Form soonest!   

Of course, the Reunion Committee will accept Pre-Registration Forms after 15 July, but please understand that late 
registrants risk not being able to participate in the dinner/dance cruise or the Newport mansion tour due to lack of 
bus seats; they also may not be able to get the complimentary Reunion Logo t-shirts in the sizes they want, and may 
encounter other limitations in service.  

Hotel reservations: For those concerned about hotel accommodations, the Reunion Committee has been 
advised that there are many rooms still available at the Holiday Inn Express. To reserve a room there, please contact 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel at (401) 732-6000 and be sure to mention that you are with the OAEA to get the contracted 
$99/night rate. The Holiday Inn Express provides complimentary shuttle service to the Crowne Plaza Hotel, which is 
about one-half mile away. More info on the Holiday Inn Express can be found in the Special 2006 Reunion edition 
of the Explorer’s Gazette. 

Roommate Program: In order to help defray expenses, some attendees have inquired about the possibility of 
sharing a hotel room. If you are interested in participating in this program please notify Marty Diller at 207-729-
0197 or mgdiller@blazenetme.net  

The Reunion Committee is confident that all attendees will thoroughly enjoy the 3rd National OAEA Reunion and 
find it a truly memorable time. The greater the attendance and participation for this event, the greater will be the 
quality of the experience for everyone. Please contact your former Antarctic coworkers and shipmates and urge them 
all to meet you in Warwick in August. It’s going to be the next best thing to going back to the Ice and a cool way to 
beat the summer heat!  
 
Have a cool Antarctic Day 
 
Marty Diller 
Chairman, 2006 OAEA National Symposium/Reunion Committee 
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